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from the chair
Put broadly, the Trust’s task is to build a creative and 
sustainable future for New Zealand. I believe the 
Trust is unique–like Hone–in that of our six trustees, 
two are builders: Hone’s son Rob and Mitre 10’s own 
Stan Scott. That is because our first task is building: 
repairing and maintaining Hone’s crib (or bach for 
those who live north of the Waitaki River), building 
a new purpose-built writer’s and artist’s residency, 
capable of accommodating a family, and building new 
generations of creative communities, who can tell 
our stories and help us connect in new ways with 
the people and places that make up Aotearoa New 
Zealand.

When Stan first rang to tell me Mitre 10 wanted to 
support the Trust, I was halfway up the scaffolding 
at the back of my house in Dunedin with a scaffold 
plank under one arm. It seemed to be the right place 
to be to hear that the engine room of the building 
industry was behind us. My own efforts were more 
modest, setting up the scaffolding for our builder and 
friend Paul Wernham to remove some rot from the 
second floor of our 19th-century terrace house. Paul 
removed and replaced weatherboards and a sill from 
the bathroom sash window. The sill was 100-year-old 
kauri, and a week later Paul returned with a beautiful 
rolling pin turned from the good end of the sill. It is 
that craft–care and attention to materials–that made 
working with Paul so enjoyable for me and, in many 
small and large ways, is a significant part of what the 
Trust is all about.

The Trust’s kaupapa is “To inspire people through the 
preservation, promotion and celebration of Hone’s 
legacy.” I now want to share a few stories of the man 
that I hope will give a sense of his warm, generous 
and determined character. Musician Don McGlashan 
described how “Hone came to our high school in the 
70s as part of a travelling poetry show. He was this 
shambling, surly, larger than-life bloke not at all like 
my image of the classic poets we were studying. 
He made poetry seem dangerous. When he read 
“To A Maori Figure Cast In Bronze Outside the Chief 
Post Office, Auckland,” I could feel a light going on. 
Someone was speaking directly to me, about my 
town — and it made me realise how powerful that 
could be. It was a great honour to be asked, a couple 
of years ago, to set a poem of his to music [Tuwhare 
directed by Charlotte Yates]. He was one of my 
heroes.” Similarly, at Sir Edmund Hillary’s funeral, his 
mokopuna read Hone’s poetry during the requiem 
service. As a friend commented: “If Sir Ed was about

lofty physicality, Hone was focused on the earthy 
body of the land.”

1992 was a stellar year for the 70-year-old Hone: he 
had just completed the University of Auckland Writing 
Fellowship, and was awarded a QEII Arts Council 
Leading Writers Grant. He had told his friend Doreen 
Edwards he wanted “to get out of the rat-race to 
a nice place with Tangaroa whispering to me”. She 
sent him an ad for a crib at Kaka Point. At the time 
Tuwhare said, “At present I’m suffering acutely from 
a problem of finding as quickly as possible – a writing 
place, a study place, a working place of my very own 
so that I may have a secure roof over my head – a 
secure working place to write in – for the rest of my 
life. I have a lifetime driver’s licence and will buy a 
reliable, workhorse utility to enable me to get in and 
out of the place for provisions – it’s only one and three 
quarter hours from the Hocken Library and Dunedin, 
do you see?” The Hocken Library, where he had been 
a Research Fellow translating Maori language records 
from the 19th century and is also the repository of his 
archives, is one of the leading international libraries for 
New Zealand and Pacific research, and Dunedin was 
both Hone’s intellectual home and home to a vibrant 
community of fellow writers and artists, including his 
good friend Ralph Hotere.

Noel Waite, speech excerpt, 23 July 2015, Mitre 10 
Charity Auction, Langham Hotel, Auckland.

Rob Tuwhare also pays tribute to Graham Brazier, 
Friend, in this issue.

http://dangerous.When
http://sounz.org.nz/resources/show/218


EVENTS

Tamaki Writers Honour Matariki 
Auckland Public Library, 27 June 2015 
Rob Tuwhare spoke at a writing workshop at the 
Auckland Central Library, where there was a tribute to 
Hone Tuwhare and his work, including print and audio-
visual displays.

‘A Circle of Laureates’  
National Library of NZ, 11 March 2016 
The National Library, as current administrator of the 
New Zealand Poet Laureate awards, hosted ‘A Circle 
of Laureates’ as part of Wellington Writers Week. MC 
Fergus Barrowman, from VUP, described the award as 
‘an activist portfolio not just an honour.’

Rob Tuwhare joined current New Zealand Poet 
Laureate C.K. Stead and his predecessors Jenny 
Bornholdt, Michele Leggott, Bill Manhire, Cilla 
McQueen, Vincent O’Sullivan, Elizabeth Smither, 
Brian Turner and Ian Wedde for an evening of poetry. 
Cilla McQueen and Michele Leggott calculated over 
700 years of life/poetry experience across the ten 
laureates to date. After a recording of Hone reading 
‘No Ordinary Sun,’ Rob read a poem and then brought 
out his guitar and sang Graham Brazier’s version 
of ‘Friend’. Paula Green in her blog described it as  
“Quiet, haunting, utterly melodic. This was love. Hairs 
standing on your arm on end from start to finish in the 
Tuwhare bracket.”

John Buck from Te Mata Wines instigated the 
Laureateship in 1997. Each Laureate receives their 
own tokotoko – a ceremonial carved walking stick –
symbolising their authority and status. The National 
Library holds the matua, or parent tokotoko, to signify 
their guardianship of the New Zealand Poet Laureate 
Award. The tokotoko is a link to the Hawke’s Bay 
origins of the award, and is created by Haumoana 
artist, Jacob Scott. 

Small Holes in the Silence (Rattle Records)
Norman Meehan (piano)  
Hannah Griffin (voice)  
Hayden Chisholm (saxophone)

Following Buddhist Rain and Making Baby Float, 
Norman Meehan and Hannah Griffin teamed up with 
saxophonist Hayden Chisholm for a third instalment 
in their New Zealand poetry series. Small Holes in 
the Silence features poems by Hone Tuwhare, Bill 
Manhire, James K. Baxter, Alistair Campbell, David 
Mitchell and Eileen Duggan. Bill Manhire points out in 
his liner notes that it takes great skill and humility to 
ensure that the original poetry can freely speak when 
it would be easy to overwhelm it with music. See 
Simon Sweetman’s review on Scoop here. 

Liner notes: http://www.rattlerecords.net/booklets/
RATD061.pdf

Media mentions 
‘Award Winning Designer Inspired by New Zealand’s 
Best Poet’ Scoop 23 November 2015 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/CU1511/S00332/
award-winning-designer-inspired-by-new-zealands-
best-poet.htm

‘The Tuwhare Project’ Design Assembly  
December 2015  
http://www.designassembly.org.nz/articles/tag/poster-
design

‘Son Fixing the Poet’s Crib’ Vaughan Elder, Otago Daily 
Times 14 February 2016 
http://www.odt.co.nz/regions/south-otago/372990/
son-fixing-poet-s-crib

‘Work Begins on Hone Tuwhare’s Kaka Point Crib’ 
Mary-Jo Tohill, Southland Times 16 February 2016. 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southland-times/76878149/
work-begins-on-hone-tuwhares-kaka-point-crib

Futures: Rick Pearson
The Trust acknowledges the valuable mahi of Rick 
Pearson (FNZIA) of Pearson & Associates Architects, 
and Te Awhina Arahanga in assisting us with planning 
and visualising the Hone Tuwhare residency. A 
flythrough of the proposed residency is available 
on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/158585455?utm_
source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-cliptranscode-
201504&utm_campaign=29220

http://nzpoetryshelf.com/tag/nz-poet-laureate/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/blogs/blog-on-the-tracks/12847090/There-I-was
http://www.rattlerecords.net/booklets/RATD061.pdf
http://www.rattlerecords.net/booklets/RATD061.pdf
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/CU1511/S00332/award-winning-designer-inspired-by-new-zealands-best-po
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/CU1511/S00332/award-winning-designer-inspired-by-new-zealands-best-po
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/CU1511/S00332/award-winning-designer-inspired-by-new-zealands-best-po
http://www.designassembly.org.nz/articles/tag/poster-design
http://www.designassembly.org.nz/articles/tag/poster-design
http://www.odt.co.nz/regions/south-otago/372990/son-fixing-poet-s-crib
http://www.odt.co.nz/regions/south-otago/372990/son-fixing-poet-s-crib
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southland-times/76878149/work-begins-on-hone-tuwhares-kaka-point-crib
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southland-times/76878149/work-begins-on-hone-tuwhares-kaka-point-crib
http://pearsonarchitects.co.nz
https://vimeo.com/158585455?utm_source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-cliptranscode-201504&utm_campaign=2922
https://vimeo.com/158585455?utm_source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-cliptranscode-201504&utm_campaign=2922
https://vimeo.com/158585455?utm_source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-cliptranscode-201504&utm_campaign=2922
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Mitre 10 Charity Auction, 23 July, Auckland
Each year Mitre 10 celebrates outstanding 
achievements by its workers and holds an auction in 
support of a New Zealand charity. In 2015, Mitre 10 
chose to support the Hone Tuwhare Charitable Trust, 
and trustees Noel Waite and Stan Scott attended 
the black-tie event at the Langham Hotel. The 
event was hosted by Te Radar, who not only shed a 
humorous light on little known feats of construction 
in New Zealand but proved an enthusiastic and witty 
auctioneer. A multimedia presentation featured a 
photomontage of Hone, his extraordinary life, and 
his crib at Kaka Point, while the printed programme 
concluded with Hone’s poem ‘Friend.’ The result of 
the auction was a very generous final donation of 
$81,704, which has enabled the Trust to begin work 
on restoring Hone’s crib at Kaka Point. The Trust takes 
this opportunity to thank everyone at Mitre 10 for their 
generosity and enthusiasm for the project.

An abbreviated version of the Chairman’s speech 
appears on the front page of this newsletter. 

Start with the door, 2-4 October 2015
On the weekend of 3-4 October, Stan Scott assisted 
by Noel Waite installed a new double-glazed sliding 
door to Hone’s crib. The door matched the profile 
of the existing crib door, but will provide added 
warmth, not to mention smoother opening and added 
seccurity, to the crib. Stan and Noel also took the 
opportunity to clear the paths and do some general 
maitenance on the grounds. The sliding door was 
supplied by North End Joinery of Balclutha, and our 
thanks go to Managing Director Andrew Budge for 
arrnaging delivery to Kaka Point. The Trust would 
also like to acknowldge Kate Smith-Bingham’s 
guardianship of Hone’s property at Kaka Point.

Vogel St., Dunedin to Krakow, Poland
Hone Tuwhare’s poem ‘Rain’ featured in projections 
during the Vogel Street Party in Dunedin on October 
10, 2015. This was a prelude to a larger UNESCO City 
of Literature partnership project with Krakow and 
the eMultipoetry Project, which saw Hone’s poem 
projected on the wall of the Potocki Building at a 
corner of the Main Square and Bracka St, Krakow, 
Poland, an area famous for its literary activity.

Foundation work, 12-14 February 2016
Trustees Rob Tuwhare and Stan Scott were joined 
by fellow builder Jodie Curtis to begin preliminary 
investigations and preparation work on the piles of 
Hone’s crib at Kaka Point. This involved excavations to 
inspect the foundations and initial repairs in line with 
the Conservation Report commissioned by the Trust.

-

http://www.emultipoetry.eu/en/user/HoneTuwhare


In Memoriam, Graham Brazier (1952-2015)
Rob Tuwhare wrote Graham Brazier a letter when he 
was in stroke recovery. When Graham passed away 
in September, Rob was asked to read it at his funeral. 
Rob spent a lot of time with Graham, who loved 
Rob’s dog Pipi and always had a good tussle with him 
when Pipi would lie on the bookshop floor. 

From: Pipi, Boxer-staphy-great dane-huntaway
To: Graham Brazier, rubbish collector, runner.
Sunday 30th August 2015

Dear Graham,

I’ve been to the bookshop several times to sniff you 
out–but alas you have not been there. I miss you and 
the bones you save for me. I had a brief bark to Jo 
and the “Viking” yesterday, and we decided the best 
thing to do was for me to put some barking down on 
paper and envelope it to you in the form of a letter.

I often leave small txt messages to you on the lamp-
posts and shrubs around the Balmoral Baptist Church.
I hope you are feeling better and that you are back 
soon. I really enjoy some of your poetry and short 
stories.

Was ‘Blue Lady’ about a blue heeler friend of mine?
I’m having my 5th birthday soon (human years). I feel 
very grown up and can’t be bothered chasing poodles 
around town much anymore. Rob has been letting 
me work part time on a renovation job he’s doing. It’s 
pretty boring except for smoko when the chippies 
give me bits and pieces of their lunch. I’m not sure 
if I’m covered in the workplace union movement 
any more. There was an Irish Setter coming around 
collecting fees but he’s disappeared and the workers 
say he boarded a windjammer with all the takings.

I’m not very good at letter writing. In fact, I rarely 
write letters, but because you’ve been such a pal 
to me and opened lids to many rubbish bins in your 
alleyway and let me lie on the floor by the Sports 
and History section of the bookshop, I’ve become 
accustomed to your face and your dialogue and 
stories. I also like your barking and howling on the 
CDs that Rob and Jill sometimes play on their stereo. 
My favourite book is about my great-great-great uncle 
“White Fang.” Have you read it?

It’s hard scratching fleas and trying to write at the 
same time. I’m also trying to write poetry with a 
Chinese dog up the road, but we can’t seem to get 
any flea time together. I’m glad you like my jokes 
Graham; I miss  sniffing your balls. I can’t ring you, 
cause I’ve got no credit on my bone. I love you for 
many more dog years. 

Slurp-woof-scratch,
Pipi Tuwhare

Prints finalists in Best Design Awards
The series of limited edition prints of Hone Tuwhare 
poems by designers Catherine Griffiths, Sarah Maxey, 
Kris Sowersby and Matt Galloway were a Finalist in 
the Designers Institute of New Zealand Best Design 
Awards 2015 in the Design Craft section. This was a 
marvellous tribute to the originality of the designers 
and the craft, care and attention of printmaker 
Steve Lovett and his team at Manukau Institute of 
Technology’s INKubator printlab. DesignAssembly 
spoke with the creative team about what was 
involved in the project and their article can be found 
here, and a catalogue can be found on the Trust 
website.

Prints have subsequently been sold in New Zealand 
and Australia, although some remain available for 
NZ$1000 + P&P, and orders and information can be 
obtained by emailing koha4thecrib@icloud.com. All 
proceeds from the sale of the prints will contribute 
to the restoration of Hone’s crib at Kaka Point and the 
establishment of a new creative residency there.

http://www.catherinegriffiths.co.nz

https://klim.co.nz/about/

http://www.sarahmaxey.com

http://www.matthew-galloway.co.nz

http://bestawards.co.nz/entries/graphic/hone-tuwhare-trust-poster-series/
http://bestawards.co.nz/entries/graphic/hone-tuwhare-trust-poster-series/
http://www.designassembly.org.nz/articles/the-tuwhare-project
http://honetuwhare.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/HoneTuwharePrintSeriesCatalogue.pdf
http://koha4thecrib@icloud.com
http://www.catherinegriffiths.co.nz
https://klim.co.nz/about/
http://www.sarahmaxey.com
http://www.matthew-galloway.co.nz


Trust profile

Anna McDonald (2015-)

In 2010 I began at the University of Otago as a 
Commerce and Art History student, captivated by the 
new courses I had enrolled in. In the final stages of 
my Masters, I volunteered to be the Communications 
Intern for the Hone Tuwhare Trust, as I find I now 
learn most from participating in initiatives outside the 
classroom. 

For my first meeting I met Noel in his office, a truly 
fascinating space to encounter. Every meeting I sat 
on a retro yellow chair surrounded by a micro design 
library, prints and preserved letters adorning the walls, 
and paper covering every surface. Skype calls and 
the odd reliance on the 1980’s landline was the way 
we connected with the other members of the Trust, 
sometimes with a celebratory bubbly vino in hand. I 
came to the realisation that this is the reality for many 
organizations making good things happen in New 
Zealand. It does not have to be your occupation to 
research funding opportunities or coordinate a project 
to preserve history, and you do not have to be sitting 
in a shiny boardroom in Auckland. The operations of an 
entity like the Hone Tuwhare Trust can involve anyone 
who has the devotion and energy to care about a 
cause. 

Although as students we plan to have a future in one 
particular field, putting your hand up to lend your skills 
to something else is a great way to learn about new 
things, make some new friends and do more than 
just your day job. I am excited to see what the Trust 
has planned become a reality and have something to 
show for their perseverance in the new year.

The Trust congratulates Anna on her selection for the 
the World Business Dialogue in Cologne, Germany on 
March 14-18, 2016.

thanks
Thanks to designer Dan Slevin for keeping our 
website sharp and secure. Also to Butch Reichelmann 
of B.R. & Associates, Chartered Accountants, for 
auditing our accounts.

http://honetuwhare.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/honetuwhare
https://www.pinterest.com/noelwaite9/hone-tuwhare/

The Hone Tuwhare Charitable Trust
PO Box 6247
Dunedin North
Dunedin 9059 

http://www.world-business-dialogue.com
http://honetuwhare.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/honetuwhare

